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Out and About: The Ranch at Fossil Creek 

 Looking for an interesting day trip for 

your family or guests?  Ever want to camp out 

overnight in a yurt, or hike the Rim Country, 

escorted by llamas? Consider the Ranch at 

Fossil Creek.  Your Rim Country neighbors 

John and Joyce Bittner have developed a 

remarkable facility on Fossil Creek Road in 

Strawberry where they have raised llamas and 

dairy goats since 1997. Theirs is an amazing 

success story. 

 The Fossil Creek Creamery was 

certified by the State of Arizona in 2007, and the ranch received a USDA Value 

Added Grant in 2008 to produce and market dairy goat milk cheeses, fudges, and 

lotions.  They recently added havarti to their line of goat cheeses.  Whole Foods 

Markets and several Phoenix Valley restaurants and resorts carry their cheese.  

Locally, Pine Deli sells their fudge and Gerardo‟s restaurant and the Small Café 

restaurant in Payson use their cheeses. Of course, you can buy some at the 

Creamery shop when you visit the ranch. 

 From April through December, you are welcome to stop by any day from 10 

a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (Weekends only in November & December). Tours are scheduled 

on Saturdays from 9 to 4 p.m.  Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for children 

under age 13.  School field trips and senior citizen groups are also welcome. (Local 

folks can get a Preferred Customer card, and there is no 

charge for admission after the first visit, so you can bring 

your guests next time). 

 During May and June, they are having their “Kids 

Feeding Kids” fundraiser. For a donation of $10.00, you or 

your kids can feed a bottle of milk to a baby goat.  Proceeds 

benefit Rim country charities for disadvantaged children. 

 Check out their web site www.ranchatfossilcreek.com  

for more information about hiking with  llamas and camping 

in the yurt, as well as to order from the wide variety of goat 

cheeses, fudges, & new lotions.   

 The Ranch at Fossil Creek, another reason to love the 

Rim Country! DIRECTIONS: Just 25 minutes north of Payson on 

Rt. 87, pass  through Pine. Turn left onto Fossil Creek Rd. at the Strawberry Lodge. Go 3.5 
mi.; continue on dirt road to the sign at the end of the driveway. 

That big “whoosh” you may have heard a few weeks ago 

was a collective sigh of relief from the Rim Country when 

we learned the Tonto Natural Bridge would reopen 

weekends beginning on May 22.  Thanks to a deal worked 

out with the Forest Service and state and Rim Country 

agencies, residents and visitors will be able to marvel at 

this awesome place once again, and area businesses will benefit as well.  If you have not 

yet gone to the Natural Bridge, or if it has been a while for you, make it a point to go visit 

there soon.  The upper trails are easily accessible to everyone, while the lower trails are 

more strenuous.   For more information, the official web site is: http://azstateparks.com/

Parks/TONA/index.html. 

Tonto Natural Bridge is OPEN! 

http://ranchatfossilcreek.com/index.htm
http://azstateparks.com/Parks/TONA/index.html
http://azstateparks.com/Parks/TONA/index.html


  

  

 

 

Rim Country Life Styles Notes 

Dear Friends, 

Several days ago I was at 

the doctor‟s office for a problem with my thumb.  The doctor inquired 

about my occupation, thinking the problem might be job related. I told 
him that my profession is a REALTOR®.  His interest in the real estate 

market spurred a conversation on his experiences buying a home and 

the challenges he encountered when he tried to buy a bank owned 

property.  It seems real estate is on everyone‟s mind these days. 

However, the real estate market IS different than in past years, and 

the Payson and Rim Country market IS different than the Phoenix 

market.  One major difference is that only about three percent of listed 

properties are foreclosures or short sales here, compared to a much 

larger percentage in the Valley.  However, bargain hunters may find 

the asking price on a Rim Country foreclosure to be higher than 

expected.  Why?  Because with all that our area has to offer: 

convenience, cool summers, clean air, etc., demand is high while the 

supply of troubled properties is low.  Economics 101 at work ! 

Oh, my thumb—a cyst on the knuckle was treated with cortizone 

injections.    

Best Regards, Annette 

Annette 

Bashaw is one 
of the Rim 

Country’s most 
active real 

estate listing & 

sales 

professionals.   

Want to know 
more? Call her 

at 928 978-4681 or email her at 

annettebashaw@yahoo.com          
to receive a copy of her home 

marketing plan, featuring 
integrated print & web 

advertising, virtual tours on 

every property, and enhanced 
listings  plus Featured Home 

advertising on Realtor.com. 
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A Day without a REALTOR®
  by Ray Pugel,  Designated Broker 

 It is interesting to read about Realtors.  In the media it is fascinating to see some 

people‟s misconceptions about what Realtors do and what we are responsible for in our 

cities and towns.  Perhaps one of our failings is to type cast groups and lump them into a 

caste that may or may not fit, however, this has been done throughout history to other 

group‟s  to enable the provocateur to promote their own agenda.  It brought up the 

thought, what would a day be like without a Realtor? 

 In Arizona, if we did not have the Arizona Association of Realtors, you may be look-

ing at an additional sales tax when you sell your home.  As you will recall, through a voter 

information program, our association informed the public on Proposition 100 that went 

down to an overwhelming defeat and saved the taxpayer untold equity in their homes.  

Let‟s not forget that the local Realtors Association launched a public awareness program 

that assisted the Town of Payson in securing water from the Blue Ridge Reservoir. 

 In our local area, Realtors donate countless hours of their time.  They serve or have served on the Pay-

son Regional Medical Center Hospital Board, the Mogollon Health Alliance, the Rim Country Chamber of Com-

merce, ADOT Advisory Board, Governors Committee on Small Business, the Humane Society, Town of Payson 

Planning and Zoning Commission, the Historical Society, the Pine Cemetery Association, the Payson Board of 

Education and countless other civic associations.  (Forgive me for not naming them all.) 

 Rim Country Realtors have assisted in raising over $50,000 for our local Habitat for Humanity chapter 

and assisted in raising in excess of $2,500,000 for our local schools through the Credit for Kids Program.  The 

Central Arizona Board of Realtors annually gives college scholarships to Payson High School graduates.  Count-

less Realtors have donated time and money to youth sports, collected and donated Christmas presents for the 

needy. They teach art at the Pine Library, assist at the senior center, and offer countless hours of community 

service.  You can be sure they have made innumerable anonymous donations to worthy causes. 

 Lastly, when Realtors are not busy being involved in our community, we are busy at  continuing educa-

tion and our vocation, which is bringing buyers and sellers together to assist them in what is becoming an ever 

more complicated transaction, the selling and purchasing of property. 

Ray Pugel is Designated 

Broker for Coldwell Banker 

Bishop Realty with offices in 

Payson, Pine-Strawberry,  

Tonto Basin, and Snowflake. 

A Few Words from Annette 

mailto:annettebashaw@yahoo.com?subject=Please%20%20send%20marketing%20plan%20info
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 Living “On Stage” 

 These days, a house can be on the market for 

months, so it is wise to sell your home first before 

you commit to your next property. Otherwise, you 

could face losing out on your new home or being 

forced to carry two homes for a long time.  This is 

less of a problem when you are selling a vacation 

property, but what if you have just one primary 

residence?  How do you cope with a living in a house that is up for sale? 

 STAGING  To sell more easily, homes should be “staged” for 

sale.  This means eliminating clutter and extra furniture, improving curb 

appeal, removing personal items especially photos and knick-knacks, 

fresh paint, and keeping everything spic „n‟ span. While this can be a 

daunting task for many people, staging your home is the single most 

important thing you can do for yourself, too.  If you are serious about 

moving, then you have to discard things and pack anyway.  Staging the 

home gives you a head start on the process.  Rent storage space and 

call in some favors! Be ruthless, and let it all go, even the refrigerator 

magnet collection!   The sooner you get started, the better. 

 HOME  HOUSE Staging also helps you to do something very 

important that will help you get through the selling process emotionally: 

you come to see your home as simply a house to be sold.  Your 

property is about to become someone else‟s home.  This realization 

may make you feel uneasy, so this is a good time to visit homes for 

sale, or get on the internet to see some virtual tours.  This will help you 

to envision your next home.  Involve the family in the process, too. 

 PRIVACY PLANNING  Your REALTOR® can help you to take 

care of your privacy concerns. Using a lockbox helps to increase how 

often your home is shown.  Your house keys are stored in it and only a 

REALTOR® can access it.  There is an electronic record of every access, 

and there are automatic time limits, so no one will gain access too early 

or too late in the day.  You and your REALTOR® can add other 

conditions such as requiring 24-hour notice, or showings only 

accompanied by your agent.  This may help especially if you work at 

home, or if you are concerned about pets or valuables. 

 TIME OUT Sometimes you just need a break.  Holidays, guests, 

illness, repairs, or other circumstances may warrant placing your 

property on temporary “Don‟t Show” status. Communication with your 

REALTOR® is key. 

 Remember to breathe! Soon you will be on your way to your new 

home.  Article prepared with help from Kay Adams, Certified Life Coach. 

I finally made it to the 

top...of the Mogollon 

Rim, that is, a visit 

long overdue.  There is no place better to set your spirit free.  

According to the May, 2009 Arizona Highways, here, “you‟re in 

the middle of the largest ponderosa pine forest and the second 

most lightning-struck place in the world, as well as one of the 

only three pure air ozone belts on the planet.” For breathtaking 

photos, I recommend earlier in the day when the wind is not as 

strong and the air is crystal clear.  There are lots of flat places to 

set up your tripod.  The average high temperature is 82 degrees, 

so bring a jacket, hat and sunscreen.  The easy way to go is to 

take  Rt. 260 East from Payson about 30 miles, then turn left 

onto Forest Road 300 at Woods Canyon Lake.  To your left, you‟ll see the edge of the Rim.  It‟s easy to walk to 

the edge just about anywhere, but the Rim Vista Trail itself is paved for easy access. You will want to return in 

the fall for the aspens. Get more info at the Payson ranger station on Rt. 260. Emmie Derise is Annette Bashaw’s 

Marketing Assistant.  You have seen her work in this newsletter, on  Annette’s web site, and in her virtual tours.  

Photographer’s Corner  
by EmmieDerise  

The above beautifully staged home 
speaks for itself: “Buy me now!” 

The listing is MLS  58435 in the 
gated  community of Rim Ranch in 

Payson Northwest.   3 bedrooms, 3 
baths, plus bonus rooms. $649,000 
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A charming place for weekend escapes or full time living, this darling 2  

bedroom, 2 bath home in peaceful Beaver Valley features recent upgrades including 

hardwood floors, carpet, fresh paint, refurbished deck, new washer/dryer, and new 12x12 

storage building.  Relax & unwind on the covered porch or the decks while the breeze 

rustles in the trees.  Interior furniture included.  NEW PRICE: $179,000 MLS 56698  

Featured 

Home Rim Country Cottage Serenity 


